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Flood Stories
Both in Genesis and Gilgamesh, the flood stories have been covered wildly but in different context and circumstances. After reading both the two versions of Genesis and Gilgamesh, it is clear that the main subject is the floods and as such, flood is a natural disaster and the main victims are the human beings.  However, in the two stories, the motives behind the floods and outcomes are quite different as discussed below.
Arguably in both cases, it is believed that the flood is brought about by God but in different ways and motives. In the book of Genesis as outlined, God used Noah who was the father of Japheth, Ham, and Shem to save his family, relatives and the animals within his environment.  It all began because of the evil things and sins that human beings had committed a situation that angered God. Before the incident, human beings had become wicked and practiced all manner of evil things including corruption and others. As people started multiplying on earth, they became more wicked and disobeyed everything that God wanted to be followed; they became evil as time went by until it reached a point where God decided enough is enough and he was going to punish the earth for all the sins committed. It was during this time that God requested Noah to build the ark, so he and his descendants would not perish. Noah had to build the ark for several years for it to be ready and when the floods ca, he took his family and animals into the ark, and they were saved while people on earth died in floods, Noah and others remaining in the ark which just floated on top of the water. Afterwards, God told Noah that he would never punish people again only that he wanted a new generation to be different and obeys his laws and wishes. 
In the Gilgamesh story, it is also centred on floods. The people here worshiped different gods, Anu their father ordered Reed to build a boat and specified the measurements required where the length was to correspond to the width.  The boat was built so that the people to use it cross to the land of their Lord. When the people boarded the boat to cross the rivers, they started experiencing the floods on their journey.  In this case, it is Enlil who brought the floods to his people, and he wanted all people to perish.  Individuals suffered greatly as a result of the floods. 
In the Genesis flood story, the motives of the flood were to punish human beings for having become wicked and disobeyed what God demanded of them. God wanted to end the wicked generation using the floods so that only Noah and his community would survive and develop a new generation. All the rest on earth were to perish in floods and only those in the ark was to survive. In the Gilgamesh story of floods, the floods were brought about by their gods, in particular, Enlil but they pleaded for God to intervene and help out. Therefore it is clear that in the two cases, the motive behind the floods was different and the end it changed the situations completely. The floods remained to be the common factor in both the cases. For the Genesis story, in the end, it led to the death of human life marking a new chapter and the start of a new generation that was expected to obey what God wanted while in the Gilgamesh, in this case, it led suffering from people and destruction of property. In conclusion, the outcome was not the same in both the two cases.
